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Even though the first servant had been forgiven by the merciful
king, the first servant had not learned that he, too, must forgive
others because others had forgiven him. Indeed, since the first
servant had not forgiven others, the first servant himself would
no longer be forgiven. The king took the first servant and threw
him into prison.

We can learn a powerful lesson from these words of Jesus.
Through this parable, Jesus teaches us that we must be people
who forgive others. The God to whom we pray is like the king
in the parable. Our merciful God has forgiven us all the sins
we have committed against God, and that is why we can be
intimate friends with God through belief in Jesus Christ. How
wonderful it is to know that God has forgiven us for our many
offenses against God. However, because God has graciously
forgiven us, we too must forgive. And, as Jesus said, we must
forgive over and over again, even when people continue to hurt
us or to do unkind things that offend us.

Though it is often difficult to forgive, the results of
forgiveness are great. When we forgive, it becomes much easier
for us to throw away the anger, sadness, or worry we feel
concerning another person. Forgiveness also makes it possible
for us once again to be friends with that person. Because God
has forgiven and continues to forgive us, let each of us learn
that we, too, must forgive others—over, and over, and over

again. To do so is to follow in the steps of Jesus Christ.



Servant, a simple but profound story that teaches us about
what Jesus spoke of as the “Kingdom of Heaven.”

The servant in the story owed a substantial debt to the king, but
he could not pay the money he owed. Thus, it was necessary for
all his possessions to be sold. The money from the sale would
be used to pay off his debt. The servant, however, begged the
king to be patient with him and promised eventually to pay
the king everything the servant owed him. The king mercifully
canceled the debt. Undoubtedly quite relieved, the servant left
the presence of the king.

Unfortunately, however, the servant had not learned
the lesson he should have learned from the king’s merciful
treatment of the servant, namely, the lesson about forgiving
others. Shortly after leaving the presence of the king, the
servant met another servant. This second servant owed the
first servant a small sum of money. In fact, the money the
second servant owed to the first servant was much less than
the money the first servant had owed to the king. Like the first
servant had done earlier when speaking with the king, the
second servant asked the first servant to be patient with him;
he promised eventually to pay the first servant the money he
owed him. Unlike the merciful king, however, the first servant
was unkind to the second servant and refused to let him pay
the debt at a later date. Indeed, the first servant had the second

servant thrown into jail because he could not pay his debt.



neighborhood, and Paul and I were no longer able to play
together every day. I was very sad to see him leave. However,
one day his mother called and invited me to come and visit
them and to play with Paul. I was very excited and looked
forward to the day when I could go and visit my good friend
in his new house. When the day arrived, I went over and saw
him for the first time in many months. We talked together for
a short time. Then, however, a few of his new friends came by
and he quickly decided he wanted to play with them and do
what they were doing. In a way, it seemed to me that he had
forgotten about me and our friendship of many years. He had
hurt my feelings, and [ was even a bit angry that he had not
wanted to play with me as we had done so many times before
when we had lived close to each other.

At times like the one [ just described, it is often very hard
to forgive people. We feel hurt and, sometimes, even a little
angry. Often at such times, we do not want to forgive that
person; rather, we want to do something to hurt that person
and to make that person feel bad. That, however, is not the way
Jesus told us to treat others.

Peter asked Jesus an honest question. He asked Jesus
how many times we should forgive people when they hurt us.
In other words, if people hurt us and offend us over and over
again, should we forgive them, over and over again? Jesus

answered Peter by telling him the parable of the Unmerciful
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Forgiving other people can be difficult. Sometimes when
people do things that hurt our feelings, we find it difficult to
forgive them or even to talk to them. I am sure that each of
you, at one time or another, has had a friend who surprised you
by doing something that hurt your feelings. When people who
have been our friends ignore us or do unkind things to us, it is
often very difficult to forgive them.

When I was a young boy, | had a very close friend named
Paul. We played together every day and we attended the same

school. One day, however, Paul's family moved to another



thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the
other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed and went and told their master everything that
had happened. 32 "Then the master called the servant in. 'You
wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours
because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn't you have had mercy
on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' 34 In anger his
master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until
he should pay back all he owed. 35 "This is how my heavenly
Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother

from your heart." (New International Version)
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“Forgiving Others”

efEEd: - David Murchie (R—F— 748w F)

SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 18: 21-35 (X ZAIC K51
A 18521 ~35H1)

21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many
times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me?
Up to seven times?" 22Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven
times, but seventy-seven times. 23 "Therefore, the kingdom of
heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his
servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him
ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25 Since he was not
able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his
children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 26 "The
servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,’
he begged, 'and I will pay back everything.' 27 The servant's
master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 25
"But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow
servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed
him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!'
he demanded. 29 "His fellow servant fell to his knees and
begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.'

30 "But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man
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